Technical Reports
Tuitt, F., Carter-Andrews, D., Rodriguez, L. F. & Howard, L. (2009) . Funded $30, 000 by ABEKAM in partnership with National Head Start Association (NHSA) to study the impact of the Health and Physical Activity Initiative on preschoolers' physical development, health lifestyle, and innate love for physical activity? Tuitt, F., Carter-Andrews, D., Rodriguez, L. F. & Howard, L. (2008) . Jordan Fundamentals Social Impact Study. This multi-site initiative aims to generate a research-based approach that understands, intervenes, and reduces the dropout crisis among Inland Empire youth. Using various methods and pedagogies, our research team aims to actively engage the school and larger community in processes and projects for positive change that results in higher graduation and college-going rates in the region. High school youth are active participants in the process and eventually transform themselves in public intellectuals addressing the educational crisis facing the region.
Project POWER (Promoting Our Will through Education and Research), Principal Investigator, Florida International University, Center for Urban Education and Innovation, and Miami Dade County Public Schools, 2007-2008 This research project seeks to engage Latina/o and African Diaspora urban high school students, preservice teachers, and district educators in participatory action research initiatives. Using the high school classroom as vehicle, the research team and PI are engaging with a classroom of high school students in a research seminar that addresses the issues of equity and civil rights and education, particularly in the context of low-income urban communities. This project seeks to: 1) create opportunities for young people to practice their agency for school change, 2) train researchers in participatory action research methodology for the purposes of applying their learning to other settings, and 3) build bridges between the universities and the K-12 public schools. This summer-long research seminar sought to engage Latina/o and African Diaspora, urban high school students in action research initiatives for the purposes of school change. Twenty students were trained in research design and methodology, data collection and analysis, and presented their final work to the community upon completion of their projects. Student-researchers examined power and the culture of low expectations in urban schools, social class and curriculum, electives and student engagement, racism and discrimination in urban schools, and the connection between politics and education. 
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